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FOR REFERENCE ONLY TDIANA e0llErticeg 


We wish to thank the United States Steel Corporation for 
their courtesy in supplying us with the cover picture -- 
one of their mighty blast furnaces at Gary. 


Long before your editor ever saw Gary he knew that to men 
all over the world the words, ‘‘Gary, Indiana,’’ mean just 
one thing -- ST.EEL! 


Having lived for a number of years in a steel town, we 
well know how the life of such a town depends upon the mill 
and it is no poetic fancy to say that the stream of com- 
merce flows according to the beat of a steel heart 
the steel mill! 


No matter what one’s occupation may be .. . and even 
without ever receiving a direct check from the steel com- 
pany... every resident of a steel city is ‘‘in’’ steel! 


This issue of Air Pockets is a tribute to HGRY and WWCA, 
Gary’s two young radio stations, who serve the thousands 
of steel people of Northwestern Indiana! 


and now a word from our Sponsor 


More than one hundred thousand members of Indiana Blue 
Cross - Blue Shield are enrolled through the steel groups! 


Published occasionally by Blue Cross - Blue Shield of Indiana as a service to 
members of the radio and television broadcasting professions. _ Editor: Warren G Davis; 
editorial offices: 805 Terminal Building, Indianapolis 6, Indiana. Views expressed 
in any item appearing in AIR POCKETS are those of the writer do not neces- 
sarily reflect views and opinions of the Blue Cross - Blue Shield Plan. Permission 
to broadcast any material appearing herein ts granted herewith, but any republication 
permission must be obtained in writing from the Editor. I 


WGRY--Gary’s Lusty Young Voice 


Whenever we visit a station 
with a small, compact layout, and 
a small, lively staff of hard 
working radio people we think 
back fifteen or twenty years to 
our first day in broadcasting. . 
when all the stations (except a 
very few, mostly the 50-kw jobs) 
were like that. . before the 
glitter and sheen and modemistic 
gloss had come to radio studios 
and offices. 


(Don’t misunderstand us. 

we like to have an office that is 
fixed up as nicely as possible. . 

but we first leamed about radio 
in an inadequate, ill lighted and 
unventilated layout where a small 
number of people tumed out some 
mighty fine programs. . . and 
without the benefit of a network! ) 


Thus we mean no disrespect to 
say that we salute Radio Station 
WGRY for doing a fine radio job in 
truly a fundamental and pioneer 
manner! Located in the Lake 
Hotel, Gary, Indiana, the station 
has an ‘‘old time’’ layout. . 
cramped, rather than spacious, but 
adequate to do a job of first 
class broadcasting... for pro- 
gramming comes from people, not 
things, just as two different 
people can get appallingly di f- 
ferent results from a Stradi- 
Varius or Steinway! 


WGRY is a daytime station, with 
500 watts on 1370 kilocycles. . 


operating hours for the month of 
May from 6:00 AM to 7:00 PM. . 

varying other months according to 
the FCC table of average hours of 
daylight. As a daytime station 
WGRY’s voice is directed primarily 
to the women of the area. . . with 
special appeal to minority groups. 


There are some forty thousand 
colored people in Gary, so it is 
not surprising that one of WGRY’s 
most popular programs, ‘‘Vivian’s 
Hour’’, is directed to this pop- 
ulation segment. Vivian Carter, 


an attractive young Negro girl, 
with a sparkling radio personality, 
handles this show seven days a 
. sells the time, writes 


week . . 


A station manager’s life 
ts full of work . George 
Whitney, here, does not even 
notice us 


the copy, and does all the broad 
casting. . . from 9:30 to 11:00 
AM, Mondays through Saturdays, and 
9:00 to 10:00 AM on Sundays. The 


program is just music... as se- 
lected by Vivian. . . and only 
spirituals on Sunday. It is a big 


hit, both program wise and com- 
mercially. 


Vivian is no novice in radio. 
She came to WGRY in March of last 
year from WOB, where she had run 
a similar program, and had prev- 
iously worked with Al Benson over 
Chicago stations. 


Continuing its direct appeal to 
women, WGRY has Joa Kutch as wo- 
men’s editor, and her show, 
12:30 to 1:00 PM, weekdays, is the 


‘‘Women's Page of the Air.’’ At 


from 


the time we visited WGRY Joan was 
conducting a contest, or search, 

for ‘‘Gary’s Mother of the Year’’. 

Joan should know plenty about the 

problems of the mothers in her 
audience for she has three children 
of her own, yet manages to sell 

time, write and produce her own 
snow. Before coming to WGRY she 
had done radio work in Washington, 

D, 4@3 


Of course we seldom get to meet 
all the people on a statior, and 
our resulting stories might seem to 
slight some folks intentionally... 
and that is NOT the idea at all 
. + . but we do want to comment on 
WGRY’s two Bills... Bill Miller 
and Bill Foster. . . disc jockeys 
and all around radio men. 
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Miss Doris Todd, Administrator of the Lake County 
Mental Hygiene Clinic, goes over broadcast plans be- 
fore appearance with Joan Kutch on ‘ ‘Women’s Page of 


the Air’’ 


As any disc jockey could tell 
you . . . me good way to the hearts 
of women is to have a really ap- 
propriate male voice directing just 
the right kind of music to the 
ladies . . . it wows ‘em, as all you 
deejays know. At my rate, that is 
the business WGRY’s two Pills are 
in. .. Bill Miller with ‘‘Coffee 
Club’’ from 6:30 to 9:00 AM, Mon- 
days through Saturdays, and Rill 
Foster piloting ‘ ‘Rhythm on Rec- 
ords’’ from 3:30 to 6:30 in the 
afternoons. 


As we wrote down bits of infor- 
mation about the staff someone told 
us that Bill Miller is an eligible 
bachelor . 
and came tearing over to make a 
He begged us not to use 


. he overheard this 


correction. 


Ed Brennan had forgotten 
Air Pockets and was busy with 
a telephone news recording 
when we started snapping 


Vivian Carter’s sparkling 
personality goes over big on 
‘“*Vivian’s Hour’’ a 
LE 
that expression, saying that itis 
fiancee would consider it definitely 
misleading. . he is a bachelor, 
but not for long, and positively 
‘“taken!'’ In fact he may be taken 
even somer, by another circumstance 

for Uncle Sam has his eyes 
on Bill and the draft is blowing 
down his neck. 


Bill Foster came to WGRY ‘early 
this year from WWCA, where he had 
spent some two years. He was pre-, 
viously in radio in Michigan, and 
is a native of Chicago. This Pill 
is married and has a young daughter. 
He took some training a while back 
at the Columbia College of Radio 
in Chicago. 


Any local station which competes 
with twenty or thirty other good 


AM signals really has to specialize 
and localize itself, and many such 
stations have found the answer in 
local news. Where a station in a 
market with less signal competition 
might have two, three or four 
local newscasts a day a station in 
Gary needs far more . and WGRY 


has come up with this answer: 


ALL of their newscasts are local, 
‘through and through, as they use 
no wire service at all. They 
broadcast four fifteen minute and 
eight five minute LOCAL newscasts 
a day... and most of the work 
on these is done by news editor 
Ed Brennan! 


Ed’ s main work is telephone re- 
cording local news, although he 
finds time to write and broadcast 
a lot of material live, direct from 
the studios. Gathering and writing 
news is an old story to Ed for he 
has been doing it for years, begin- 
ning in the newspaper field. He 
was the Calumet representative of 
the Chicago Herald-Examiner, and 
later the Post-Tribune. In fact 
he helped to organize the Gary 
local of the Newspaper Guild and 
was the first president of that 
union. 


At the moment he is president 
of the Lake County Radio and Press 
Association which has been organ- 
ized about a year and ahalf. This, 
group includes the people who 
gather news for the weekly papers 
and local radio stations in Lake 
county, also the local rep resenta- 
tives of Chicago newspapers. 


We interrupted Bill Foster 
as he prepared for his next 
stint on ‘‘Rhythm on Records’’ 


Bill Miller 
elor, but not an ‘‘eligible’’ 
one . . . definitely engaged! 


a bach- 


Among the many bits of in forma— 
tion we learned about Ed is that 
he is married and has five children 

- is a graduate of Notre Dame 
. -and a veteran of World War II. 


We didn’t mean to leave the boss 
until the last, but just got start- 
ed on some of WGRY’s programs. . . 
and that meant people. . - and all 
those preceding paragraphs! Soft 
spoken, friendly George Whitney is 
the president, general manager md 
majority stockholder of WGRY, Inc. 
His experience in radio antedates 
our own by several years for he 
spent 23 years with WCFL as an en- 
gineer before he built WGRY. 


George told us that he had 
planned a station a long time ago 
. +» had looked around ad picked 
Peoria, and was well on the way to 
getting all the red tape unrolled 
when Pearl Harbor came along and 
stopped all new construction. 
After the war he reconsidered an 
area of 200 miles around chicago 
and filed for Gary. His applica- 
tion went in a little after Dee 
Coe’s, and WGRY went on the air 
about a year later than WWCA. 


So far his wife has continued 
to teach school in Chicago, but 
George manages to get home once in 
awhile. . . for he has found out 
how complicated life can be when a 
person runs a radio station! We 
envy him the job, of course but we 
can’t help wondering if at times he 
doesn’t sigh for the good old happy, 
carefree days as am engineer, when 


all the problems were electronic 

. and a man could sit back and 
smoke a pipe . . and read the 
meters . . . and meditate about all 
the good things of life... 


. «come to think of it, sounds 
rather dull compared to running a 
radio station! 


STAFF OF WORX, MADISON 
ae Pe : 


The beautiful Miss Frances 
Knight, WORX manager, above; 


WORX staff, left to right. . 
Leo Walsh, Anita Spillman, 
Grayham Taylor, Charles Cut- 
ler, Frances Knight and Bill 
Johann. Dodd Gorman took the 
picture and got left out! 


Portion of WANE staff, left to right: 
eer; Gladys Smith, auditor; 
Jan Hendryks, woman’s director; 


bara Armstrong, traffic; 
Deejay; 

manager; 
motion director and Deejay; 
k. Kennedy, manager; 
and Union St. John Singers. 


In conjunction with the second 
annual Home Show, April 19-27, 
sponsored by the Ft. Wayne JC’s 

. Friday April 25th was des- 
ignated as WANE nite. 


The WANE show was called ‘‘A 
Day at WANE’’ and the complete days 
schedule was portrayed from sign-on 
to sign-off by the personalities. 
The show featured WANE’s three pop- 
ular deejays. . .Bob Hill, Glenn 
Elliott, and Paul Price, along 
with home economist Jan Hendryks 
and Aunt Margaret. Live musical 
talent was furmished by the Dump 
Rascals, Union St. John Singers, 
Friendly Trio, the Midwesterners, 


“A DAY AT WANE” . 


Norene Gick, receptionist; 

Jack Luce, chief continuity; 
Gene Humphrey, engineer; 
Val Tagtmeyer, Mrs. Fort Wayne 1952, 


Russell Belles, engin- 


Wally harren, chief engineer; 


Jim Kucher, salesman; Bar- 


Paul Price, program director and 


Merlin Smith, commercial 
Glenn Elliott, pro- 
Charles 


and the Stardusters. 


There was only one performance 
for the two hour show laden with 
WANE personalities, and produced by 
WANE Manager, Charles E. Kennedy. 
The script was written by Jack Luce 
with technical supervision under 
Wally Warren — assisted by Gene 
Humphrey and Russ Belles. 


“*A Day At WANE’’ drew 1,895 
people. . .the largest attendance 
for the 9 day Home Show held at the 
Ft. Wayne National Guard Armory. 
The Mrs. Ft. Wayne Contest was held 
the opening day of the Home Show, 
and Mrs. Val Tagtmeyer was sel ected 
as Mrs. Ft. Wayne 1952. 


WWCA-- Working With Calumet Area 


Walking into WWCA reminded your 
editor very mch of going back to 
WUA . . . there were large, beau- 
tiful, modernistically furnished 
air conditioned studios and offices 
- . - a large, well trained and very 
capable staff... and a well con- 
ceived plan of service to its area! 


We were very sorry to find that 
Dee Coe was on vacation when we 
made our visit to Gary, for it’s 
no disrespect to the 28 fine people 
who staff the station to say that 
WCA is Dee Coe! 


Manager Dee Coe was on va- 
cation when we visited WWCA 
-- he looks startled here be- 
cause he did not know our 
camera would reach to Biloxi, 
Mississippi! 
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Dee found the frequency, orga- 
ized the company, got the CP, built 
the physical layout, and chose a 
group of people who could carry 
out his ideas of broadcasting and 
his ideals of community service 
day after day . . whether the 
boss was in town or not! 


We first got acqainted with Dee 
several years ago at a time when he 
was president of the Indiana State 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. Only 
a few months previously we had fin- 
ished a hitch as Treasurer of the 
Ken tucky State Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and had been closely asso- 
ciated with Pau] Abel, then Kentucky 
state Jaycee prexy. When the Bloon- 
ington Jaycees wanted to put on a 
really special affair we helped to 
get Paul to join in a ‘‘Two State 
Presidents’’ meeting. Dee’s talk 
that evening was terri fic! 


Enough of amcient history... 
we started to write about WWCA, 
whose slogan is ‘ ‘Working With Cal- 
umet Area’’ . . . and that is just 


what they do. 


Any successful business, and this 
applies particularly to radio sta- 
tions, must decide first what is 
its reason for being . . . the glib 
answer, ‘‘to make money’’ is no an- 
swer at all to the real question, 
which is, ‘‘why should anybody want 
to spend any money with us... in 
what way can we do a uniquely qut- 
standing job of public service?’’ 


WWCA solved that problem by de- 
ciding to appeal to as many min- 
ority groups and specialty interests 
as possible. They realize that the 
great boiling, bustling ad bubbling 
city of Gary . . . like the contents 
of its great open hearths. . . is 
amixture.. . of many races, and 
many cultural backgrounds .. . and 
there WCA found its opportunity! 


We are not going to list their 
program schedule . . . a few random 
notes illustrate the point. There's 
the Serbian Hour, the Polish-Amer- 
ican Program, the Latin Half-Hour 

. with Spanish mesic and all 
the announcements in Spanish . 
md a similar Greek program . 
also a full hour of symphonic music 
each evening from 9:00 to 10:00 -- 
except during those winter months 


Aside from being a Deejay, 
Gene Watts bears the title of 
studio supervisor! 


Jesse Coopwood has his own 
ideas of music we heard 
him broadcasting two oddly 
different records at once 


Ted Thorne, news editor, 
gazes thoughtfully at the AP 
news machine 
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Joseph Fike, commercial 
manager, grins as he sits at 


the boss’ desk and fills out 
another big contract 


a & 


of the basketball season . . . and 
that’s a story in itself! There 


are so many schools in the Calumet 
area that WWA is able to schedule 
basketball six nights a week! 


Here’s real selling power . 


Imagine what fun that leads into 
at tourmament time . when a 
station has been following so many 
schools! You guessed it... WWCA 
came up with a distinctive answer! 


The program director told us 
that they carried all of the area’s 
Sectionals with direct pick-ups. 
For instance he was doing the play 
by play of the Gary Sectionals, and 
at every time out or slightest break 
he would immediately switch in one 
of the WWCA boys at the game at 
Hammond, Valparaiso or East Chicago 
and have him come in immediately to 
give the latest up-to-the-minute 
dope and scores on that particular 
game. This means that a listener 
would be hearing the actual play-by- 
play of one Sectional and keeping 
up to date with the other three 
Sectionals as he went along. 
that’s about close to broadcast- 
ing four different games at the 
same time as one station could get!! 
That’s old stuff to some stations-- 
but takes a lot of hard work! 


WWCA’s commercial 


staff of Jerry Tuerff, Jim Fitzgerald and Jim Connors 


£2 


Basketball is the major sport 
for WCA since they are ‘‘out’’ as 
far as baseball is concermed -- 
that’s the old baseball mle which 
prohibits a station within fifty 
miles of a major league club from 
carrying games as they see fit. 


Thus WCA gets very little good 
from its affiliation with the Lib- 
erty network with its heavy sports 
program ruled out. 


As might be expected, WWA goes 
in very heavilly for local news, 
and as equally might be guessed 
they do a first rate job of find- 
ing, as well as broadcasting that 
local news. 


In fact the Associated Press, 
appreciative of the many stories 
turned in to the wire service by 
WWCA carried a special story on 
their news operation which was 


We caught Todd Branson, 
program director, looking over 
the last issue of Air Pockets 


= 
quoted in Sponsor magazine's issue 


of April 7th: 


‘*Radio Station WA, Gary, con- 
tributed a record 217 news stories 


No business ever made a mistake in having a lot of 


good looking girls around . 


sey, 
Joan Massey, 


receptionist, Betty Turak, 
traffic manager! 


here are Margaret Bea- 
office manager, and 
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to the Indiana and general news 
report during 1951. It never went 
below 10 a month, hit a peak of 
33 in June. 


‘*To speed news coverage, they 
use such mechanical aids as a short 
wave unit with a 15-mile radius 
mounted in a station wagon, port- 
able transmitters, tape recorders, 
telephone recorders, and the ser- 
vices of stringer correspondents. 


“*Tf a news source can be pin- 
ned dow to a phone in Los Angeles, 
for instance, a WWCA newsman puts 
in the call, gets the story in 
that person’s own words, plays 
back the tape immediately -- on the 


air. 


‘*This may make for high tele- 
phone bills, but general manager 
Dee 0. Coe feels it pays off in 
heightened listener reaction and 
happy news sponsors. 


‘Such sponsors include: Pobert 
Hall, Youngstown Sheet & Tube. 
Sears Roebuck and Ray Motors of 
Chicago.’’ 


This is just a sketch. . . and 
like all our station features it 
must be a ‘‘sketchy’’ job, for we 
can not hope to do a real job of 
telling the life story of any of 
Indiana’s fine radio and TV sta- 
tions in less space than several 
times that available to us. We 
do hope to give a true picture, 
as far as it goes, and or hearti- 
est good wishes . . . always! 


Pete Tanis, chief announcer 
and production manager, posed 
patiently for nine shots. 


~~, 
| : 
———_ - 


Figures, the kind he puts 
in books, in ink, are the work 
of auditor Martin Armstrong 


WBOW ELECTION SCOOP 


A veteran, 7 man staff of WROW’s 
election team scooped the field in 
its three hour wrap-up of the May 
6th primary elections in Terre 
Haute. Operating at top speed 
from 7:00 PM until a few minutes 
before 10:00, WROW scored its beat 
over two local newspapers, and a 
radio station. 


Almost complete, un-of ficial 
election results were aired at 
10:00 with 80 out of 95 precincts 
reporting. The next moming, the 
newspaper carried but 24 precincts, 
the aftemoon paper only 74. 


At the courthouse, hours before 
the actual official count got un- 
derway, politicians were able to 
determine exactly how they were 
running with reports taken from 
WFOW’s late newscasts. Office 
seekers admitted that they had kept 
posted by listening to WROW’s elec- 
tion coverage. 


Qne official at election head- 
ocuarters summed up the WROW beat 
with,‘‘FOW is first again with its 
actual election reporting. What a 
job! ”” 


Working on the 1952 primary re- 
tums were station manager Ferrall 
Kippatoe, and a crew of Martha Tur- 
ner, Bob Rhoades, Ralph Mclargue , 
Dave Vermillion, Puth Maness, and 
WBOW news editor Howard Stevens. 


Here is the way Manager Rippatoe 


explained the election wrap-up, 
‘Extensive advance plans, a good 
crew, and hard work on the eve of 


the primary. 


Note . 


Air Pockets followed copy in the 
spelling of WBOW’s boss’ name -- 
though we must admit we were a bit 
puzzled! 


Thanks, WBOW, for the story, 
and many happy (election) returns 
in the future! 


In a night club one evening, a 
very pretty girl was wearing, a- 
round her neck, a thin chain from 
which hung a tiny golden airplane. 
One of the young men in the party 
stared at it, so that the girl 
finally asked him: ‘‘Do you like 
my little airplane?’’ 

“‘As a matter of fact,’’ he 
replied, ‘‘I wasn’t looking at it. 
I was really admiring the landing 
Peta... % 


A man was carrying a grand- 
father’s clock down a crowded main 
street toa repair shop. As the 
clock limited his vision, he un- 
intentionally collided with a woman, 
knocking her down. After collect- 
ing her composure and packages, the 
woman struggled to her feet and 
scathingly inquired: ‘‘Why don’t, 
you carry a wrist watch like every- 
body else?’’ 15 
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NEWS FROM FOUR 


Dear Warren: 


Here’s a bit more on what’s go- 
ing on here at the Radio Farm, WEIV, 
in Bedford. First of all, we lost 
our sports director, Will Darch 
last week to his home town of Chi- 
cago. We were very fortunate, 
Warren, in obtaining the services 
of ,John Niamo, who also calls 
Chicago home, as our sports an- 
nouncer. John came to us from 
WPKE, Pikeville, Kentucky. He also 
was employed by a radio station in 
northem Wisconsin. He is a very 
good staff announcer as well as 
sports man. John is single, quiet, 
very agreeable, and drives a Chevro- 
let automobile, (He probably car- 
ries BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD with 


all those virtues! !) 


Now that Easter is over, WEIW is 
busy making preparations building 
programs for National Music Week, 
Mother’s Day, and even the Soap 
Pox Derby, which won’t be held 
until July 16th. 


April, being child safety month, 
was used to really put over the 
campaign of ‘‘Children should be 
seen -- and not hurt’’. I thought, 
Warren, the National Safety Coun- 
cil’s spots were fine and all, but 
thought having the children’s own 
voices on transcription much more 
effective. e.g., ‘‘My name is Jane 
Barlow. I live at 408 ‘‘S’’ street 
in Pedford. I am & years old. 
Please drive safely. I love my 
mommy and daddy’’. 


STATIONS: z36.% 


That’s about it for this time, 
Warren, but we'll keep you posted 
on anything new here at Radio 
Bedford. 


Thank you for thinking about 
us here in Bedford, and we’ll be 
looking forward to your next issue 


of ‘*AIR POCKETS’’. 
Cordially yours, 


Bob F. Clark, Jr. 
Program Director, WBIW 


Dear Warren, 


Here are perhaps some briefs 
you might like to use for Air 
Pockets: 


Bill Turner, for 5 years PD at 
WCTW, New Castle, has resigned to 
become secretary of the Elwood 
Chamber of Commerce. He was to 
have taken over that job as of May 
15. His successor at WCTW was not 


known as this issue went to press. 


For generations, there hasn’t 
been a girl baby born in the 
Donnella family of New Castle. Put 
R. K. (Bill) Donnella of WCIW had 
to be different. His wife, Ann, 
presented him with Julie Ann on 
April 17. She’s their first. 


Fob Adkins is new mike man and 
DJ at WCTW, New Castle. Bob comes 
from Cincinnati and formerly was 
heard over WNOP in the Cincinnati 
area. 


Cordially, 
Ed 


P.S. Haven’t seen the April issue 
yet, and will be looking forward 
to seeing how that gravy on my tie 
shows up. 


Dear Warren: 


Here’s some newsnotes for next 
month's issue of ‘‘Air Pockets’’. 


George Foulkes - Account Ex- 
ecutive became the proud ‘‘papa’’ 
of the second daughter on April 28 
at 3:26 AM. George says, ‘‘Why 
can’t they time their arrival a 
little better. ’’ 


Francis Kehres - Newswriter is 
to be married on June 22nd. We 
say, ‘‘Congratulations to you 
Fran!’’ 


The Pranotion Department of WIHI 
is now distributing, and has been 
doing so for a number of weeks. . . 
a ‘‘Highlights Of The Noon News’’ 
sheet to several of the resturants, 
cafeterias and office buildings in 
downtown Terre Haute. We have had 
comments passed on them that are 
most gratifying. 


**Chuck’’ Dappert - Announcer 
is going to walk dow that aisle on 
June 14th. We men here say: ‘‘Poor 
Chucks 


‘*Bob’’ Smith - Announcer is now 
D.Jaying the first L.P. Show in the 
Wabash Valley. Consists of Out- 


standing light classics and show 
music. Heard Fridays 8:30 - 9:00 
P.M. 


Bob is graduating from I.S.1.C. 
this June with a B.A. degree in 
Music. He will solo a Senior Music 
Recital, That is, he will present 
a full hour or more of concert in 
song. 


Eileen McLaughlin - ‘‘Who did 
Eileen receive that long distant 
phone call from in Lakeland, Fla?’’ 


Best regards, 


Louis A. Froeb 
Program Director WTHI 


Two recent elections have honored 
WIRE people: 


On Thursday, May 15th, Dan C, 
Park, WIRE commercial manager, was 
elected President of the Indiana 
Traffic Safety Council, Inc. Dam 
has long been active in safety work. 


Ward Glenn, WIRE promotion man- 
ager, was elected, on May 2nd , 
Secretary of the Indianapolis Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce. 


(Having done considerable Jaycee 
work in the past, this old man feels 
a mixture of envy and sympathy for 
young Ward -- it’s a lot of work, 
Ward, but heartiest congratulations) 


If we had this much news from 
each station in Indiana, Air Pockets 
would be twice as big -- and a real 


N EWS magazine -- it’s up to YOU! |, 


EDUCATIONAL RADIO IS NOT DULL 


. not when it is well done, 
and some mighty fine work is now 
being done by Indiana universities. 
We are personally most familiar 
with I. U.’s efforts on the Ploom- 
ington campus, but our recent visit 
to the Calumet ‘area gave us a good 
visit with Lenny Wenner at I. U.’s 
Calumet Center. 


All educational radio is predi- 
cated on the belief that there is 
a substantial portion of the public 
that wants something more than mere 
entertainment -- part of the time -- 
and that if an educational series 
is done well enough it can compete 
on its ow merits for a good aud- 
lence against all other types of 
broadcast fare. 


Note that the important words 
are ‘‘done well enough’’ and it is 
people like Lenny, who have leamed 
the art in schools like I. U and 
Purdue, who are giving new meaning 
to that old phrase ‘‘ educational 
radio.’’ 


The I. U. Calumet Center is a 
relatively small school of some 
one thousand students, located in 
East Chicago. Only a few are in 
the radio work, which began this 
year, under Lenny’s direction, with 
only one outlet, WJOB, in Hammond. 


There are three half hour shows 
per week, 1:30 to 2:00 PM, M-W-F, 
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all tape recorded in advance at the 
school, and restricted so far to 
panels, round tables, talks, class- 
room recordings for the air and 
similar talk programs. 


The first semester there was a 
short series on Asia and Europe and 
their problems . . . another on the 
chronological development of classi- 
cal music, with examples of music 
from each period dating back to the 
16th century. 


‘‘the 
to his friends in 


Lenny Wenner . 
Shadow’’ 
his radio days in Blooming- 


ton derects..1 ahs 
educational radio work in the 
Calumet area . 


Then there was a 16 week series 
on criminology, featuring guest ex- 
perts from Chicago on penal insti- 
tutions, parole, juvenile delin- 
quency, courts, social factors in 
crime, organized crime, etc. This 
series went over big, as can be 
imagined from the way the Kefauver 
hearings had shown the public’s in- 
terest in the subject. 


This semester has been devoted 
to three subjects: 


1. Know Your Neighborhood Church- 
es -- describing the historical 
background of fifteen churches of 
the Calumet area, with a preacher 
in from each church to give object- 
ively the creed of his church. 


2. What the Students Think -- 
conducted by the composition in- 
structor and members of his class 
discussing: What is Galmre? What 
are the Responsibilities of Man 
Toward Society? What is Civilized 
Living? etc. 


3. Fram the Book Shelf -- a ser- 
ies on poetry, drama and novels 
from the 1920’s through the 1940’s 
and including reviews of current 
best sellers. 


IBA MEETS IN TWO-DAY 


SESSION, MAY 23-24 


A full two day meeting of the 
Indiana Broadcasters Association 
for Friday and Saturday, May 23-24, 
was announced this week by Dan Park, 


Executive Secretary. 


The meetings will be held both 
days in the WIPE auditorium on the 
fourth floor of the Star-News build- 
ing on North Pennsylvania Avenue, 
starting at 9:00 AM. 


Friday’s speakers will include 
Joseph M. Kittner, assistant chief 
of the Broadcast Bureau of the FCC 
from Washington, D. C., James O. 
Luce, New York City, time buyer 
for J. Walter Thompson Company, 
and Wray Fleming, of Indimapolis, 
legal counsel of the Indiana Proad- 
casters Association. 


Part of the Friday afternoon 
session will be devoted to Robert 
D. Enoch, WXLW general manager, as 
he pilots the ‘ ‘Hoosier Hot Stove 
League,’’ a general sales clinic. 


The Friday luncheon is scheduled 
for the Indianapolis Athletic Club, 
and apparently the aftemoon session 
is expected to end on time, for the 
United Press has anounced a ock- 
tail party at the I. A. C. at 5:00. 


Saturday’s program includes two 
more distinguished speakers, both 
from Washington, D. C. They are: 
Commissioner Edward M. Webster of 
the Federal ‘Communications Com- 
mission, and Neal McNaughten, di- 
rector of the Engineering Depart- 
ment, NARTB. 


The group will also hear a report 
from the Indiana Radio Newsmen’s 
association, of which Robert H. Rm- 
ner, WIOU, is president. 19 
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